
Macbeth’s Thought Timeline [Part II] – Act Two Scene I - III
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Macbeth has made up his mind about doing the terrible deed, and he clearly knows that what he will do is wicked and deceitful. 





Macbeth is walking about his castle and bumps into Banquo. Although he calls himself Banquo’s friend, he lies when he says that he did not think of the witches when Banquo mentions them.  





Macbeth decides to test the waters by asking about Banquo’s loyalty but Banquo is non-commital.   





After Banquo leaves, Macbeth waits for his wife’s signal that everything is ready for him to kill Duncan. As he is waiting, he sees a dagger in mid-air. 





Macbeth is shocked to see he cannot touch the dagger. He guesses that the dagger is part of his imagination. He feels that the dagger is encouraging him to go toward Duncan’s room and do the deed.    





The dagger takes on a coat of blood, and he knows that the murder plan is playing on his imagination.    





He personifies Murder as an aged, skeleton-like man, who is awakened by the howl of a wolf which keeps time for him. Murder proceeds stealthily like a ghost to do his killing. He compares Murder to Tarquin, an ancient Roman king who raped a virtuous woman. 





He tells himself that he needs to tread quietly, in case the stones tell others where he has been.  





At this point he knows he is hesitating, and is talking to postpone the deed. He tells himself to stop talking and get on with it.





When the bell rings, he finally gathers his courage and goes on to murder Duncan. (Finally!)





When Macbeth returns, he is easily startled. The jerky conversation between Lady Macbeth and him shows that they are nervous. He is very frightened by the man who woke up shouting ‘Murder’. 





Macbeth looks at his hands and calls them a ‘sorry sight’. They are bloody and still holding the daggers. He also calls his hands ‘hangman’s hands’. Perhaps he has realised the finality and irrevocability of his act. 





Macbeth expresses his horror a the fact that he has killed a man in the helpless innocence of sleep, in his imagination, he condemns himself to a fitting punishment – never to sleep again.     





He is too frightened to think of what he has done and too afraid to return to finish the job (framing the grooms). He hears knocking at the door, but thinks he is imagining noises again, but the actual knocking is by Lennox & Macduff.  





He thinks if he cleans his hands, they will colour the ocean red because there is so much blood on them. He is feeling guilty and knows he cannot face fully the deed he has done, and take responsibility.   





When Lennox & Macduff arrive, Macbeth knows they will find out that Duncan will be murdered very soon. He takes them to the chamber.  





At first Macbeth reacts like the others, in shock. However, when he next speaks, he speaks elaborately about how he regrets Duncan’s death and how shocked he is – as if he has prepared the speech beforehand to prove how he feels.   





Lennox jumps to the conclusion that the grooms did it – Macbeth was probably pleased at this explanation.    





Macbeth kills the grooms, and ends up expressing his regret about the killing. Macduff seems puzzled about Macbeth killing the grooms – perhaps his doubts about Macbeth’s character start here. 





When questioned, Macbeth tries his hardest to sound convincing. He produces many metaphors, and possibly only succeeds in convincing his wife that she must do something to draw attention away from his speech.     





Malcolm and Donalbain need time to deal with their feelings about their father’s death, and is a contrast to Macbeth’s noisy display. Malcolm implies that they may know who the ‘false man’ is.  





Macbeth has become king, since Malcolm and Donalbain have fled Scotland. Some are already suspecting Macbeth.   
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